Parasara also discusses the point of the Supreme
Being becoming the material as well as the efficient cause
of the entire universe. All the beings are said to emanate
from Brahman, exist in Brahman and merge in Brahman.13
Parasara argues that an effect ca^i merge only in its material
cause like the web of the spider getting absorbed in
the spider's saliva itself.14 The letter ca15 of the verse
further points out that Brahman is also responsible for
the maintenance and activity of the universe, thus pointing
to His constituting the efficient cause. Scriptural texts
such as yato va imani^ and brahma vanam^ and the
Brahmasutras: janmadyasya yatal^3 and prakrtisc^9 etc.,
are quoted in support. Parasara further refutes the view
entertained by some Saiva schools that for the universe,
Lord Narayana is the material cause and Mahesvara forms
the efficient cause.20 Such a view is clearly non-Vedic,
he points out. There cannot be any possibility of Brahman
being vitiated by modification in this process because
when Brahman evolves as the universe, He does so through
a very minute portion of prakrti which consitutes His
body. Here again the analogy of the spider and its web
is to be pressed into service.

Another point explained by Parasara in this context
is the supremacy of Lord Visnu over other divinities
such as Brahma and Siva. Several scriptures categorically
declare Narayana, also known as Visnu, Purusottama,
etc., as the supreme, referring to Him by name.21 Visnu's
supremacy is also clear from a number of other Vedic
and Upanisadic passages which are in tune with the above.
These are the Pumsa-sukta, the Subalopanisad, the
Maitrayamyopanisad, the Chandogya, the Taittinya and
\h^Mahopanisad and also a number of Sattvikapuranas.
That the Itihasss are emphatic on this issue is quite evident.
Sages known for their direct perception and intuitive